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by Meg Hamill, LandPaths Asst. Education

This year LandPathsh Our Own BackyardlOOBY)
outdoor education program uncovered yet anothgpeec
for pure delight. The ingredients were not harddme
by: six acres of urban farmland in Roseland, tlagses
from neighboring schools, five wheelbarrows, four
pitchforks, one pile of mulch, 30 seedlings, twavisof
freshly picked kale, and a camp-stove. Mix evangh
together and the result: beaming children withydir
knees and a flourishing community garden and farm.

Fueled by the desire to create immediate and siaddim
access to an urban, open space in Roseland, LarsdPat
has partnered with the City of Santa Rosa and fenO
Space District to manage access to the six-acrerBay
Farm site. Starting last Fall, two IOOBY classesmf

the Roseland area “adopted” Bayer Farm as theit own 1
Fifth graders from Roseland Elementary and Third 1
graders from Sheppard School each walked to tine far
numerous times throughout the seasons, choosiing the 1
sit spots around the barn, calling to the residelok
turkeys, and harvesting seasonal vegetables foreat 2
lunch.

2
This year at Bayer Farm, LandPaths and the IOOBY 5
program learned some truly valuable lessons.

We learned that these kids were truly hungry talyeit ?0
hands dirty and get to work. Each field visit umd a
one-hour segment of garden time, when the students 10
were split into various work groups with distinasks. 10
A bit unexpectedly for us, this became the higtligh 16
every day. Once farm coordinator Rick Kaye introetil

the students to the concept of “human tractor,” he 19
became a sort of super-hero, and each time thersttud
showed up, they asked: “Where’s that guy withldige

thing to move dirt with?” Once Autumn Acorn whigpe 26
up the first cheese/kale quesadilla, she was legerd
another favorite question became: “Are we goingto  25q
cook today?” No matter the project at hand, these
students were 100% engaged and totally enthusiastic 504

We learned that a six-acre farm in the middle oityis 525

indeed a learning sanctuary for children. Thigyea
Roseland and Sheppard students learned to call wild
turkeys, identify their feathers, compare cedareson
(continued on next page...)

Roseland Elementary 5th graders “prep for lunchdsting
kale, cabbage, and cauliflower from the garden. mkau?

Quesadillas with “something green inside.”

Scorpion encounter at Glen Oaks Ranch

Full deer skeleton found, including one leg in a

tree, at Healdsburg Ridge Open Space Preserve
Ring-necked snake on the trail to the umbrella tree at
Jacob’s Ranch

Full steelhead carcasses discovered at Doerksen's
Ranchero Mark West

LandPaths staff environmental educators leading IOOB
Baby tree swallows spotted in a bird box at the

Laguna Uplands

Protected properties adopted by school children

Cavity nesting boxes installed at the Laguna

Uplands

Ducklings with mama Mallard on Mark West Creek
New IOOBY teachers

Turkey vultures in one

tree at Riverfront Park

Partners, landowners,

parents and IOOBY

volunteers exploring

nature with students

IOOBY classes adopting

properties

Native trees, shrubs & grasses planted at Doyle Park
along Matanzas Creek

LandPaths Staff hours discovering nature with students
IOOBY Students awakening their own sense of nature .
their adopted properties

12,600 Student hours exploring and learning about ddeipted

properties through art, science, games and sit-spots

“Fue muy awesome corriendo en la mofits
-Pedro, Steele Lane 3rd grader
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(cont. from previous page.to redwood cones, and locate swallow
nests in the rafters of a barn. We felt the skid laones of a
mummified opossum, learned about the earthwornigd¢isade

at different levels of soil, and what makes a salager different

from a lizard. We identified the trees, ate thénwts, befriended a
black-tailed jack-rabbit and caught all sorts ¢feiats. We learned
how to coax seedlings out of their containers dadtghem gently

in the soil. We learned what fresh-picked kal¢esike, and how to
get the seeds out of a sunflower in order to plagn again next year.
We used cabbage leaves as plates, and featherging quills.

Most importantly for us as outdoor educators, veeried that the
ingredients for connecting students successfulth¢dand are
simpler and easier to come by than we’d ever inejirReally. If
you could have seen the eagerness of the handagviavihe air, and

“1 could see myself spending a lot more time here”

-Brook Hill 6th grader

“We all missed this place, | mean all the kids
really missed it!”
-Juan Jackrabbit, Alexander Valley 3rd grader

the light in the eyes when we asked a group: “@Ko wants to use
wheelbarrows today?” or the number of hands that sp when one
student asked his classmates: “Who wants a qulesatth red
stuff?” The “red stuff” is otherwise known as finigspicked,
shredded beets.

While the IOOBY program
tends to cultivate a sense of
magic and wonder in all of its
participants, undeniably there
is a special kind of magic
happening at Bayer Farm—
manifesting in the form of
children planting seeds and
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spreading mulch. This is not the -Alexander Valley 3rd grader

far-off magic of fairy tales, but
the magic born from connecting
happily with each other while getting dirty and siye— connecting

-Roseland Elementary 5th grader

ourselves to a small plot of tended earth. Ihéskind of magic that
roots us, and instills pride of ownerslpour own backyargdthe kind
of magic that reminds us of all we have in comnaondg that really
does change us.

In Our Own Back Yard Is generously supported by the
Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation & Open $pac
District, HEAL, Speedway Children’s Charities, Sauee
Redwoods League, and other donors.

With the enthusiasm and support of teachers, landosy
agency and non-profit partners, IOOBY studentd visi
beautiful properties and experience the wondeh®f t
outdoors.

A special thanks to Peter Leveque for the donadfdlb Al

istair Ant with the Creek Stewardship Program,

armn

homemade bird boxes, and to Calflora Nursery, Diewa Lizard Liz and Coyote Ken are a few of the amazing

Peets and Vertex. IOOBY partners and volunteers serving as mentors,
sharing their contagious love of the land with stud.
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